	
	Christmas Collection for the 
Clergy Funds
Alternate Bulletin Announcements Instructions


	To:
	Pastors

Parish Staff in charge of Weekly Parish Bulletin


Please utilize the suggested the bulletin announcements, or one of your own, in your weekly bulletin on the weekends leading up to Christmas.

	Suggestions

· These bulletin announcements utilize optional text that allows you to insert the name of a retired priest who has served your parish.

· Listed at the bottom of the sample announcements, are those retired priests who have served your parish: use them as you see fit.
· The text of these bulletin announcements (without specific priests names) are available on the website: www.bostonpriests.org. 
· Please include the announcements in your weekly bulletin.

Purpose

· This Christmas collection for the Clergy Funds is one of only three collections to raise money for the Clergy Funds.  

· Using the names of priests who have served your parish, and are currently supported by the Clergy Funds, may personalize the collection for parishioners.

· Nearly40% of the priests of the Archdiocese are retired.   The total cost to support their needs is 10 million dollars per year.

· It will allow parishioners and those attending Mass on Christmas to be more reflective, and we believe more generous, in supporting this collection.  

Timeline

· Please include an announcement in the weekly bulletin (Dec. 11 & 12, Dec. 18 & 19, Dec. 24, 25 & 26 and Jan. 1 & 2).

Questions?

· Please contact John Irwin at 617-779-3712.  John is the Director of Fundraising for the Clergy Funds.




Thank you so much for all the work you do within your parish to support
your priests and Clergy Funds initiative.  Your dedication is appreciated.
Merry Christmas to you and your loved ones.
